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If the miserable decade of the 80s 
gave U5 anything other than the Yuppie 
and the Couch Potatoe, little of it was 
evident in the US. Apart from a few is¬ 
olated instances, the Hacker was the on¬ 
ly new progressive force to appear on 
this decrepid scene. But at the decade's 
end, there does seem to be a change in 
the atmosphere, one that may go beyond 
the kind of cosmetic changes that any 
new presidential regime brings. It might 
be that the collossal changes in Russia 
above anything else, may be forcing the 
restructuring of all of world-capital- 
ism; all of the world's ruling classes 
coming together in a place that will not 
be called Yalta for a final defence of 
capital. 

One thing, after a decade of Rea¬ 
ganomics, n which capitalism achieved 
no mean success, there are now more 
strikes in the US and they seem to last 
longer. While no new organizational 
forms of struggle have appeared in these 
union-led stikes, something has defin¬ 
itely happened. 


In the early days of Reaganomics, 
Crisis Management (it is all our cris¬ 
is) was the gimmick that hid the inc¬ 
reased rate of profit and success- fully 
bought time for capital. Now that no-one 
believes there is a crisis anymore there 
is uncertainty as to the best way to 
proceed which is matched Dy an uncer¬ 
tainty in Wall Street, an uncertainty 
about the future which wasn't there dur¬ 
ing the Reagan Era. Testamount to this 
is the crisis of bourgeois thinking as 
reflected by such recent outpourings and 
books by State-sociologists and policy 
makers about what comes after post¬ 
modernism (post industry, post history, 
post culture) on topics such as the "The 
End of Nature", "The End of Art", "The 
End of History", and, of course, the 
eternal "End of Moralism". James Atlas, 
an editor of the New York Times Mag¬ 
azine, likes the term "Endism” and so, 
of course, any sensible person would 
smell a rat. Promoting an article called 
the "End of History" published in one of 
his favorite franzines, the conser¬ 
vative National Interest (distribution 





6,000) he consents that "while liber¬ 
alism still has a few kinks to work out, 
communism is finished". Great news. All 
this baggage thrown out, although we 
seem to remember something like it bef¬ 
ore; the short-lived "End of Ideology" 
debate in the early 60s. 

The collapse of Leninism as a system 
and the return to straight-forward bour¬ 
geois democracy <as opposed to direct 
democracy) and market forces underline 
the common interest of both systems. 
There is even the cautious advice and 
concern expressed by sections of the US 
government (unthinkable not so long ago) 
tho». Russia had better get more rep¬ 
ressive if it is to sustain the strike 
waves and the calls for local autonomy 
which is the result of peristroika. This 
i£, of course, matched by outrage over 
Tienamin Square which is really support 
for the more liberal faction of the CCP. 
Western Stalinists are also thrown into 
a quandry about how they should view all 
this. Three generations after the purges 
of stalinism they not only sound ridic¬ 
ulous but they feel it too. There will 
probably be a tremendous growth in rel¬ 
igious outpourings as a result, if not 
pychosis. There will also be an attempt 
to cover up substitutionist activity and 
cloak it under new guises. 

Look out. 


STRIKES 

While the unions, banished from the 
White House for 8 years and afraid of 
their decline in membership, are trying 
to assert some muscle, there is also the 
increased economic hardship that the 80s 
brought, and both factors are behind the 
strikes that have broken out over the 
last 6 months. 

The Eastern strike, the first Df the 
post Reagan period, has gone on since 
March 4th, (although there is hardly any 
mention of it in the press) when pilots 
refused to cross picket lines set up by 
machinests. The strike continues and a 
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Red Square at 250 East Houston Street. 

Turn Left at the Village 

Red Square 

Although it has been known as a hotbed of left-wing 
politics and protest for more than a century, the East 
Village has never had an appropriately named locus for its 
intellectual foment. But now Michael Rosen, who describes 
himself as a radical sociologist turned real estate develop¬ 
er, is opening a 130-unit rental apartment house at 250 East 
Houston Street and naming it Red Square. 

“I thought it was a nice name, considering the location 
and the fact tnai tne building is both red and squarish,” 
said Mr. Rosen, a former assistant professor of manage¬ 
ment at New York University and now an adjunct profes¬ 
sor at its business school. He went into partnership with a 
former student, Brian Vail, and their first project was a 
resort hotel in Killington, Vt. A year ago they started the 
$25 million Red Square project on land.between Avenues A 
and B that had been a service station for over 25 years. 

Due to open in June, the project, designed by the 
architectural firm of Schuman Lichtenstein Claman & 
Efron, includes studios that will rent for $975 a month, one- 
bedroom apartments for $1,350 and two-bedroom units at 
$1,900. Mr. Rosen shrugged off the possibility that the rents 
might be a bit steep for the proletariat, forecasting that 
interest will stem from young professionals and college 
students who will share apartments. The building also has 
23,000 square feet of retail space, a roof c;?ck tower and 
large sculptures on the outside walls and atop the retail 
space. 











recent attempt to cut off the 3,500 
pilots from strike benefits failed. A 
3000 mile march from Miami to Boston to 
Wasington trip was completed by a cara¬ 
van which collected 400,000 signatures 
pledging never to fly Eastern/Contin¬ 
ental. The striking Machinists, Pilots 
and Transport Worker flight attendants 
are on strike against Eastern owner, 
Frank Lorenzo. 

Another strike which has almost 
been totally censored by the media is 
the Pittston Miners strike which many 
Americans are convinced is over and done 
with. Some 1,400 miners in Western 
Viginia have been on strike since April 
5th. The miners worked 14 months without 
a contract before striking The Pittston 
Coal Company which refused to sign the 
industry wide contract and has cut off 
health benefits to 1500 widows, disabled 
miners and pensioners. The company has 
used the State police, the Virginia 
Courts (which has imposed millions of 
dollars in fines) and now wants mandat¬ 
ory Sunday work and advance notification 
of safety inspections. Since the company 
derives only a third of its revenues 
from its coal operations it has declared 
itself ready to endure a two-year 
strike. 



An official (AFL/CI0) strike by 
58,000 machinists against Boeing, the 
world's largest airplane maker, was ac¬ 
tually a welcome break from work for 
most of the work-force in the major 
plants in Seattle, Portland and Wichita 
in Kansas. Boeing with the largest pro¬ 
duction order in its history- 1600 air¬ 
planes worth $80 billion had made over¬ 
time <12 hour shifts) mandatory at some 
plants. The company offer was rejected 


by some 85X of the workers. Overtime 
can put wages as high as $35,000 but 
many workers have seem their personal 
lives go down the drain as a result with 
divorce rates and other problems on the 
rise. Another great Boeing innovation 
was something called " f 1 e >: i-pay" which 
means that in bad times you don't get 
paid. Bonuses in times of inflation have 
become a means to sparkle up pay- 
packets. Boeing hires 145,000 workers 
altogether and reported record profits 
last year. 

In any case company threats to use 
supervisors to finish some aircraft will 

net make airplane passengers feel any 
more confident^about the recent wave of 
parts failures in B§?inee. 

Another long term strike still going 
on is the 60,000 New York and New Eng¬ 
land Telephone workers' strike (since 
Aug 6) where one of the main issues has 
been reduced health benefits. There have 
been no telephone installations or re¬ 
pairs since then and it is getting very 
difficult to find a working pay-phone. 
Now the company wants to double phone 
rates. There is a growing willingness to 
strike and hospitals in the New York 
area and catering and hotel workers in 
Las Vegas have been threatening strike 
recently. 

HURRICAN HUGO 

Hurrican Hugo's path through the 
Caribbean in Oct caused twelve thousand 
troops to be sent to St Croix to put 
down the looting that took place. The 
island of 53000 people, three quarters 
of which are black and earn half as much 
as the whites on the island, was under 
military curfew as reports that local 
police had joined the looters. There 
were reports of Rastafarian groups dan¬ 
cing to the looting as armed groups of 
more than 100 wrecked the Sea Isles 
Shopping Mall. “They took their time 
selecting merchandise and made little 
effort to conceal what they were doing." 
... H I saw National Guardsmen reaching 
into the windows and handing jewelry and 
stuff to the people" writes NYT (Sept 
21), and quotes one petty-bourgeois 
family as saying "I could have taken the 
storm alone or the looting alone but not 
both". 
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The end of history will be a very sad time. The struggle for recognition, the willing¬ 
ness to risk one’s life for a purely abstract goal, the worldwide ideological struggle that 
called forth daring, courage, imagination and idealism, will be replaced by economic 
calculation, the endless solving of technical problems, environmental concerns and the 
satisfaction of sophisticated consumer demands. In the post-historical period there will 
be neither art nor philosophy, just the perpetual caretaking of the museum of human 
hist' 'ry. I can feel in myself, and see in others around me, a powerful nostalgia for the 
time when history existed. Such nostalgia, in fact, will continue to fuel competition and 
corn': ct even in the post-historical world for some time to come. Even though I recog¬ 
nize its inevitability, I have the most ambivalent feelings for the civilization that has 
been created in Europe since 1945, with its North Atlantic and Asian offshoots. Perhaps 
this very prospect of centuries of boredom at the end of history will serve to get history 
started once again. 

FROM 'THE END OF HISTORY?" BY FRANCIS FUKUYAMA, THE NATIONAL INTEREST, NO. 16, SUMMER 1989 



POOR 

The number of Americans living 
below the orriLial poverty line was 15.1 
percent or 32 million people according 
to the Federal Census Bureau figures. 
This number includes some half-million 
homeless, many of whom seem to have 
gathered in Tomkins Square Park on the 
Lower East Side of Manhattan. The place 
is a shanty-town of tents and is the 
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direct result of the kind of policies 
followed by the Koch regime which 
supported big landlords and financiers 
like Trump but created a mess in the 
streets. There are various suggestions 
about what to do with the park; a $2 
million renovation would be a good 

lt J uVierT^Ut 01r Strikers, Walkout Is Welcome Respit< 

having a 1 am curfew (backed by the 
police). While some local groups are 
concerned with the homeless (many of 
whom participated in the recent homeless 
march on Washington, most of the local 
politicians would like to see the 
problem go away without the threat of a 
major riot. The Lower East Side has been 
gentrified by a cultural avant-gardeism 
which often has real money behind it but 
as often doesn't. A new deluxe condom¬ 
inium building called Red Square (set up 
by ex-lefties) is the other side of this 
picture. Probably nothing will be done 
until after the Mayoral Elections on Nov 
7th. Since elections usually just finish 
off the work of the media and give 
passive confirmationof it, there seems 
little doubt that the more liberal, but 
old-club, politician, Dinkins, will win. 

Anyway thats all there is space 

for. 


Striking workers at the Boeing plant in Everett, Wash., complained about the mandatory overtime, 2CK 
hours a quarter, that the company had instituted to ij aW'i ISUbillion production order. 
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